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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 

     The papers of Governor William Trousdale contain an interesting amount of material 
relevant to the antebellum period of Tennessee.  Trousdale served only a single two-year 
term as Governor of Tennessee, and as such only a small number of papers are available 
for his Administration.  Among the interesting events that are represented within these 
papers are the various States’ resolutions resulting from the passage of the Compromise 
of 1850 in Congress; slavery issues; the Wilmot Proviso (prohibiting the sale of negroes 
in the District of Columbia); the planned Southern Convention, which was held in 
Nashville, Tennessee in 1850; the African Colonization Society, and the creation of the 
Republic of Liberia; and the proposed Industrial Exposition of 1851, held in London, 
England.  There is some correspondence regarding certain judicial appointments in 
Tennessee, which involved politicking against the Whig Party of Tennessee.  The State 
Lunatic Hospital is discussed in one correspondence from Peter Martin, who submitted 
his resignation as Commissioner of said institution. 
     Governor Trousdale’s papers could provide some interesting and useful information 
on the antebellum period in the South, and the slavery question as it leads to the secession 
of the South and the Civil War. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
  

Governor William Trousdale Papers 
 

1790 Born in Sumner County, Tennessee; his father, James Trousdale was from North 
Carolina and had fought in the patriot’s army during the Revolution, as captain of 
a company of Whigs. 

 
1813 When the Creek War of 1813 broke out, William Trousdale left school and 

volunteered as a private in the Tennessee army; when Trousdale’s term of service 
expired he returned home and resumed his studies. 

 
1814 When the Capital at Washington was burned (in the War of 1812), William 

Trousdale responded to the call for volunteers for the Southern army. 
 
1815 In the spring, peace having been restored, Trousdale returned to Gallatin, 

Tennessee and resumed his studies once more. 
 
1820 Admitted to the Bar in 1820, and practicing law until 1835, Trousdale is elected a 

Senator in the Tennessee State Legislature. 
 
1836 Seminole War having broke out in Florida, Trousdale was elected a Major-

General in the State Militia.  After serving his term of enlistment, Trousdale 
returns to Sumner County, Tennessee. 

 
1837 Nominated a candidate for U.S. Congress by the Democratic Party, but was 

defeated by the Whig Party candidate. 
 
1840 Served as a Democratic Party Elector in the Presidential Election. 
 
1847 Trousdale was appointed a Colonel of Infantry in the United States Army by 

President James K. Polk; serving with a notable distinction, Trousdale earns the 
nickname, “the War Horse of Sumner”. 

 
1849 Trousdale was nominated by the Democratic Party as a candidate for Governor; 

defeats the incumbent Whig governor Neil S. Brown in a close contest. 
 
1851 Re-nominated by the Democrats, but is defeated for re-election by the Whig 

nominee, William Bowen Campbell. 
 
 
 



1852 Trousdale was appointed Minister to Brazil by President Franklin Pierce; one 
inducement for this appointment was the hope that the climate would be 
beneficial to the health of former Governor Trousdale, who was a victim of 
chronic rheumatism. 

 
1872 Governor Trousdale died on March 27th of pneumonia; buried in Gallatin, 

Tennessee. 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box No. Folder No. Contents
 
     1 1 Correspondence (Incoming); 1849 
 2 Correspondence (Incoming); January-June, 1850 
 3 Correspondence (Incoming); July-December, 1850 
 4 Correspondence (Incoming); 1851 
 5 Miscellaneous Correspondence;  1849 
 6 Miscellaneous Correspondence; 1851  
 7 Miscellaneous Correspondence; undated 
 8 Appointments - petitions, orders; 1849-1851 
 9 Requisitions; 1849-1851 
 10 Resolutions; 1849-1851 
 11 Petitions for Pardons; 1849 
 12 Petitions for Pardons; 1850 
 13 Petitions for Pardons; 1851 
 14 Pardons, recommendations for; 1849-1851 
  [filed alphabetically by year] 
 15 Miscellaneous material 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

Name Date   Location 
Allen, Beverly S. (representative, Carroll Co.; 11/19/1851 f. 3 
                              28th General Assembly)  
Anthony, Henry B. (Governor, Rhode Island) 3/16/1850 f. 10 
Barker, J.N. (Commander, 3rd Regt., Tenn. Militia) 9/19/1850 f. 3 
Bass, John M. 8/29/1851 f. 15 
Baxter, Nathaniel 8/22/1851 f. 8 
Bell, William H. (major of ordinance, Adjutant 9/20/1850 f. 3 
                             General’s Office) 10/12/1850 f. 3 
Bridges, George W. (Atty. Gen., 3rd Dist.) 3/02/1850 f. 2 
 9/14/1850 f. 3 
Cahal, Terry H. (Chancellor, Tenn. Middle Div.) 10/03/1850 f. 3 
 10/14/1850 f. 3 
Campbell, W.B. (Judge, 4th Judicial Circuit) 3/24/1851 f. 4 
Chandler, Joseph R. (Congressman, Pennsylvania) 8/08/1850 f. 3 
Cole, Orsamus (Congressman, Tennessee) 3/18/1850 f. 2 
 6/03/1850 f. 2 
Conner, William (Brig. Gen., 21st Brig., Tenn. 12/17/1849 f. 1 
                              Militia) 2/20/1850 f. 2 
Cunningham, Samuel B. (president, East Tennessee 3/14/1851 f. 4 
                                         and Virginia Railroad Co.)  
Downing, C.W. (Secretary of State, Florida) 3/31/1851 f. 4 
Downs, Solomon W. (U.S. Senator, Louisiana) 3/28/1851 f. 8 
Ewing, Andrew 8/22/1851 f. 8 
 8/29/1851 f. 15 
Farris, Josiah (Justice of Peace, Davidson Co.) 7/18/1850 f. 15 
Fish, Hamilton (Governor, New York) 4/10/1850 f. 2 
Fogg, G.M. 8/22/1851 f. 8 
Foster, Ephraim 8/22/1851 f. 8 
Garrett, W. (Secretary of State, Alabama) 1/20/1851 f. 4 
Green, Nathan (Justice, Tenn. Supreme Court) 4/03/1850 f. 2 
 4/20/1850 f. 2 
 9/09/1850 f. 3 
 4/28/1851 f. 4 
 5/02/1851 f. 4 
 5/05/1851 f. 4 
 9/1851 f. 4 
Goodrum, J.D. (sheriff, Giles County) 6/11/1850 f. 2 
Johnson, Cave (Judge, 7th Judicial Circuit Court) 6/17/1851 f. 6 
Johnson, W.B.  9/12/1850 f. 3 
Johnston, William F. (Governor, Pennsylvania) 1851 f. 9 



Jones, G. W. (Congressman, Tennessee) 2/04/1851 f. 4 
Jones, James C. (former Governor of Tennessee; 6/24/1850 f. 2 
       president, Memphis & Charlotte Turnpike Co.) 11/24/1850 f. 3 
Jones, N. (Adjutant General, United States) 8/24/1851 f. 3 
Keyes, A.D. (president, East Tennessee & Georgia 6/20/1850 f. 2 
                      Railroad Co.)  
Lawrence, William B. (Circuit Court Clerk, DeKalb 3/24/1851 f. 4 
                                      County-Smithville)  
Leatherman, Davidson M. (Atty. Gen., 11th Dist.) 4/14/1850 f. 2 
McDonald, Charles (former Governor, Georgia) 10/14/1849 f. 1 
 12/02/1850 f. 3 
McKinney, Robert J. (Justice, Tenn. Supreme Court) 4/03/1850 f. 2 
 4/20/1850 f. 2 
 9/09/1850 f. 3 
 4/28/1851 f. 4 
 5/02/1851 f. 4 
 5/05/1851 f. 4 
 9/1851 f. 4 
Manly, Charles (Governor, North Carolina) 1850 f. 9 
Martin, Peter W., (Commissioner, State Lunatic  4/25/1850 f. 2 
                               Hospital)  
Maynadier, William (Capt. of Ordinance, Adjutant  8/31/1850 f. 3 
                                   General’s Office)   
Meigs, R.J. 8/22/1851 f. 8 
Merreman, Eli 3/11/1850 f. 15 
 9/02/1850 f. 15 
Miller, Hugh R. (Judge, 7th Dist., Circuit Court, 12/26/1849 f. 1 
                            Mississippi)  
Mitchell, J. (agent, African Colonization Society) 12/13/1849 f. 1 
Moore, Henry Dunning (Congressman, Pennsylvania) 4/23/1850 f. 2 
Morgan, Samuel D. 8/29/1851 f. 15 
Moss, John H. (commissioner, Forked Deer Turnpike 6/24/1850 f. 2 
                          Company) 
Nash, George N. (fugitive, Rutherford County) 7/18/1850 f. 15 
Nicholson, A.O.P. 8/16/1851 f. 4 
Nolin, J.T. (Brig. Gen., 15th Brigade, 2nd Div.,  11/04/1850 f. 3 
                    Tennessee Militia)  
Northcut, A. (Brig. Gen., 10th Brigade, Tennessee 2/05/1850 f. 2 
                       Militia)  
Owen, T.A.  undated f. 7 
Pepper, W.W. (sheriff, Robertson County) 1/23/1850 f. 2 
Quitman, John A. (Governor, Mississippi) 1850 f. 9 
Read, John (Judge, 10th Judicial Circuit) 3/16/1851 f. 4 



Reid, David S. (Governor, North Carolina) 8/28/1850 f. 3 
Robb, Alfred 6/16/1851 f. 4 
 6/16/1851 f. 6 
Scott, Smith (Colonel Comm., 149th Regt.,  10/31/1850 f. 3 
                      Tennessee Militia)  
Smith, Davie Hopkins (Colonel Comm., 9th Regt., 10/10/1850 f. 3 
                                      Tennessee Militia)  
Spence, William 8/29/1851 f. 15 
Stansbury, Charles F. (acting Secretary, Central Cmtte.,  7/08/1850 f. 3 
  Royal Commissioners to the Industrial Exhibition of 
  1851, London England)  
Stanton, Fredrick P. (Congressman, Tennessee) 2/25/1850 f. 2 
 4/06/1851 f. 4 
Stevenson, Vernon K. (president, Nashville and  8/29/1851 f. 15 
                           Chattanooga Railroad Company) 
Stroud, George M. (Judge, District Court of  1849 f. 1 
                                Pennsylvania)  
Thomas, James Houston (Congressman, Tennessee 3/06/1850 f. 2 
Totten, A.W.O. (Justice, Tenn. Supreme Court) 4/03/1850 f. 2 
 4/20/1850 f. 2 
 9/09/1850 f. 3 
 4/28/1851 f. 4 
 5/02/1851 f. 4 
 5/05/1851 f. 4 
 9/1851 f. 4 
Towns, George A. (Governor, Georgia) 2/25/1850 f. 10 
Trimble, John  8/22/1851 f. 8 
Trumbull, Joseph (Governor, Connecticut) 12/01/1849 f. 10 
Turney, Samuel 3/15/1851 f. 4 
Walker, Joseph (Governor, Louisiana) 3/28/1851 f. 8 
Washington, Thomas 8/22/1851 f. 8 
Williams, M. (sheriff, Franklin County) 8/06/1850 f. 3 
 



NAME INDEX 
(Commissioner of Deeds Applications) 

 
Name State  Date   Location
Anderson Missouri 10/06/1850 f. 3 
Banks  New York 11/28/1849 f. 2 
Besterling Pennsylvania 10/17/1850 f. 3 
Broadhead Pennsylvania 1/05/1850 f. 2 
Brown  Texas 11/07/1850 f. 3 
Carrigan Louisiana 1/07/1851 f. 4 
Chester New York 8/12/1850 f. 3 
Cragg  Louisiana 5/08/1850 f. 2 
Crombarger Pennsylvania 6/10/1850 f. 2 
Daniels Maryland 10/07/1850 f. 3 
Davis  Louisiana 10/27/1850 f. 3 
Day Pennsylvania 4/23/1850 f. 2 
Dean  New York 12/10/1850 f. 3 
Elliot Mississippi 12/15/1849 f. 1 
Everitt Alabama 4/17/1850 f. 2 
Furniss Kentucky 6/20/1850 f. 2 
Graves Kentucky 12/01/1849 f. 8 
Hillyer Indiana 7/12/1850 f. 3 
Horn Iowa 1/08/1851 f. 4 
Humphreys Mississippi 1/16/1851 f. 4 
Jackson Georgia 2/14/1850 f. 2 
Jones Kentucky 7/05/1850 f. 3 
Kinkead Kentucky 6/18/1850 f. 2 
Lawrence New York 3/18/1850 f. 2 
Logan  Kentucky 12/08/1849 f. 1 
McDougal Ohio 3/08/1850 f. 2 
Mackay Pennsylvania 8/04/1851 f. 8 
Monaghan Louisiana 3/29/1851 f. 8 
Morton  Kentucky 1/18/1850 f. 2 
Murdaugh Virginia 3/17/1851 f. 4 
Palmer North Carolina 8/28/1850 f. 3 
Pitman Rhode Island 5/05/1850 f. 2 
Pomeroy New York 1/17/1851 f. 4 
Reid Georgia 1/09/1849 f. 1 
Shannon Louisiana 9/24/1850 f. 3 
Simonton New York 3/13/1850 f. 2 
Stain Arkansas 12/26/1850 f. 3 
Thompson Ohio 12/21/1850 f. 3 
Tyler Pennsylvania 12/02/1850 f. 3 



Underhill New York 10/12/1850 f. 3 
Unthank Mississippi 9/24/1850 f. 3 
Warren Ohio 3/28/1850 f. 2 
Watson Virginia 3/31/1851 f. 4 
Waugh Alabama 3/23/1850 f. 2 
Wheeler Pennsylvania 4/18/1849 f. 1 
White Virginia 1/25/1850 f. 2 
Wilcox Pennsylvania 8/08/1850 f. 3 
Yates Texas 8/18/1850 f. 3 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
(Petitions for Pardons) 

 
1849, Folder 11 
Brown, George W. Davidson County 
Burris, Elijah M.D. Campbell County 
Calhoun, John H.  Wayne County 
Crab, James Benton County 
Galbraith, John Hawkins County 
Hurst, Pleasant Sevier County 
Moore, Alexander N. Grainger County 
Slaughter, James C.D. Kentucky? 
 
1850, Folder 12
Bryant,? Shelby County 
Elliot, Random Shelby County 
Fin, William Jackson County 
Hampton,? Texas 
Henderson, W.F. Fayette County 
Jackson, Elias Jackson County 
Skinner, Barney D. Fayette County 
Ward, Samuel G.* Shelby County 
*see also folder 3 (9/12/1850) 
 
1851, Folder 13
Boulton, John Maury County 
Graham, William E.N. Wayne County 
May, Obediah Hardeman County 
Ragan, N.P. Blount County 
Spencer, James Cincinnati, Ohio 
Stone, James Obion County 
Tyner, Peter W. * Davidson County * 
Walker, Elias Polk County 
*see folder 4 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
(Recommendations for Pardons) 

 
1849, Folder 14
Brewer, Abraham S. Davidson County 
Brumley, William Marion County 
Cook, A.C.  Davidson County 
Jones, John Wilson County 
Pennington, James Grainger County 
 
1850, Folder 14 
Brown, Absalom  Henderson County 
Campbell, Eli Carter County 
Dunivan, Ephraim H. Anderson County 
Edmons, John Bledsoe County 
Evans, William Polk County 
Fallick, Isaac Shelby County 
Finney, Mary McMinn County 
Hughes, John A. Williamson County 
Mahaffy, Isaac Wilson County 
Owen, Zachariah Davidson County 
Stofle, William Sevier County 
Witcher, Lacy Hawkins County 
 
1851, Folder 14
Andrews, Benjamin Davidson County 
Beaucham, Franklin Overton County 
Bowles, William Maury County 
Brandon, Edmund Cannon County 
Brown, G.W. Hamilton County 
Brown, William  Davidson County 
Carter, Jackson White County 
Galbreath, John Washington County 
Graham, Johnson Carter County 
Hampton, Amos Davidson County 
 
 
 



SUBJECT NDEX 
 

Subject                                                                 Author Date            Location 
African Slave Trade and Colonization Society Mitchell 12/13/1849 f. 1 
Agriculture, Bureau of (U.S.) Rhode Island 1850 f. 10 
Appointments, recommendations – Judicial Tubb 3/22/1851 f. 4 
 Pickett 3/04/1851 f. 4 
 Turney 3/14/1851 f. 4 
 Read 3/16/1851 f. 4 
 Whaley 3/18/1851 f. 4 
 Fare (?) 3/21/1851 f. 4 
 Lawrence 3/24/1851 f. 4 
 Cahal 4/05/1851 f. 4 
 King 5/28/1851 f. 4 
 Carr 5/29/1851 f. 4 
 McLean 5/29/1851 f. 4 
 Wright 5/30/1851 f. 4 
 Goodall 6/02/1851 f. 4 
 Robb 6/16/1851 f. 4 
 Johnson 6/17/1851 f. 6 
 Nicholson 8/16/1851 f. 4 
 Thompson 8/22/1851 f. 4 
 Jackson Co. 3/10/1851 f. 8 
 Clarksville- 6/04/1851 f. 8 
   members, Bar 
 Paris, Tenn. - 6/06/1851 f. 8 
   members, Bar 
 Waverly, Tenn. 6/09/1851 f. 8  
 Nashville - 8/22/1851 f. 8 
   members, Bar 
Arms, State Militia Thomas 3/06/1850 f. 2 
 Slatter 6/20/1850 f. 2 
 unknown 1850 f. 7 
Bank of Tennessee Taliferro 11/02/1849 f. 5 
 Pettis (?) 11/02/1849 f. 5 
 Warren, et al. 2/18/1850 f. 15 
Census, federal Stockard 10/29/1849 f. 1 
Commissioner of Deeds – applications [see attached list]  
Compromise of 1850 Georgia,  8/01/1850 f. 3 
                                                                                citizens of  
 Davis, Indiana 3/22/1851 f. 4 
   State of 1850 f. 10 
 



Indian Wars of 1812 & 1813 Jones 8/24/1850 f. 3 
Industrial Exhibition, London, England Stansbury 7/08/1850 f. 3 
Land grants Trousdale 3/11/1850 f. 15 
  9/02/1850 f. 15 
Liberia, Republic of Mitchell 12/13/1849 f. 1 
Lunatic Hospital, State  Martin 4/25/1850 f. 2 
Mexican War Cole 3/18/1850 f. 2 
 Cole 6/03/1850 f. 2 
 Slatter 6/20/1850 f. 2 
Militia, State  Conner 12/17/1849 f. 1 
 Northcut 2/05/1850 f. 2 
 Conner 2/20/1850 f. 2 
 Thomas 3/06/1850 f. 2 
 Goodrum 6/11/1850 f. 2 
 Slatter 6/20/1850 f. 2 
 Jones 8/24/1850 f. 3 
 Maynadier 8/31/1850 f. 3 
 Barker 9/19/1850 f. 3 
 Bell 9/20/1850 f. 3 
 Smith 10/10/1850 f. 3 
 Bell 10/12/1850 f. 3 
 Scott 10/31/1850 f. 3 
 Nolin 11/04/1850 f. 3 
Pardons, petitions for   1849 f. 11 
[see attached]  1850 f. 12 
  1851 f. 13 
Pardons, recommendations for  1849-1851 f. 14 
[see attached]   
Pensions, military Cawood 8/08/1850 f. 3 
Railroads Jones 6/24/1850 f. 2 
 Smith 6/24/1850 f. 2  
 Jones 11/12/1850 f. 3 
 Cunningham 3/14/1851 f. 4 
 Crozier, et al. 8/29/1851 f. 4 
 Trousdale 7/01/1850 f. 7 
 Stevenson, et al. 8/09/1851 f. 15 
 
 



Railroads—appointments, recommendations Blackwell 2/22/1850 f. 2 
 Bridges 2/22/1850 f. 2 
 Ross 2/22/1850 f. 2 
 Lea 2/25/1850 f. 2 
 Reagan 3/06/1850 f. 2 
 Keyes 6/20/1850 f. 2 
 Smith 6/24/1850 f. 2 
 Ramsey 1/08/1851 f. 4 
 Smith 1/13/1851 f. 4 
Resignations Leatherman 4/14/1850 f. 2 
 Martin 4/25/1850 f. 2 
 Allen 11/19/1850 f. 3 
 Cahal 3/10/1851 f. 4 
 Campbell 3/24/1851 f. 4 
 Nicholson 8/16/1851 f. 4 
Rewards, offered for: Washington 1/23/1850 f. 2 
 Homes 8/06/1850 f. 3 
 Whitney 8/27/1850 f. 3 
 Massey 9/14/1850 f. 3 
 Whitney 9/21/1850 f. 3 
Rewards, offered for: Carter 3/09/1851 f. 4 
 Weeks 8/11/1851 f. 4 
  6/17/1851 f. 6 
 Earles 8/15/1851 f. 4 
 Nash 7/18/1850 f. 15 
Slavery Davis 3/22/1851 f. 4 
 Indiana 1850 f. 10 
 Maryland 1850 f. 10  
 Brown, Gov. 1850 f. 10  
   of Florida  
Southern Convention, Nashville, Tenn. McDonald 12/02/1850 f. 3 
 South Carolina 12/10/1849 f. 10 
 Brown, Gov. 1850 f. 10 
   of Florida   
Supreme Court, Tennessee Green, et al. 4/03/1850 f. 2 
 Green, et al. 4/20/1850 f. 2 
 McKinney, et al. 9/09/1850 f. 3 
 McKinney, et al. 4/28/1851 f. 4 
 McKinney, et al. 5/02/1851 f. 4 
 Totten, et al. 5/05/1851 f. 4 
 McKinney, et al. 9/1851 f. 4 
Supreme Court, United States Stanton 4/06/1851 f. 4 



Tobacco Inspectors, State  Nashville, 10/14/1850 f. 8 
   citizens of 
Turnpike companies Moss 6/24/1850 f. 2 
 Holmes, et al. 9/30/1851 f. 4 
 Pope 9/30/1851 f. 4 
Washington Monument Graham 12/21/1850 f. 3 
Whig Party, politics Pickett 3/04/1851 f. 4 
 Whaley 3/18/1851 f. 4 
 Ramsey 1/18/1851 f. 4 
 King 5/28/1851 f. 4 
 Nicholson 8/16/1851 f. 4 
Wilmot Proviso Davis 3/22/1851 f. 4 
   Brown, Gov. 1850 f. 10 
   of Florida 


